
Dairy Health Management Continuing Education Program 

Module 8 Facilities and Lameness Assignment 

The objectives of this assignment are: 

 To apply the information gained in this module on lameness management and risk factors to a lameness 
investigation in a herd in your practice 

 To reinforce the skills and knowledge of facility assessment  
 

Task: 

• Find a herd that you feel warrants investigation of a lameness problem 
• Goal: Identify specific lameness risk factors in their facilities and management practices that can be addressed. 

 

Areas to include/investigate: 

• A prevalence measure of the lameness (from proAction or your own lameness scoring) 

• A review of the facilities – housing type, stall size, pack space, bedding, flooring, etc 

• A review of the management – hoof trimming schedule and records, treatments, footbath use, etc 

Put together a presentation: 

1. Summarize the areas you investigated:  

• What is the extent of the lameness problem, who is primarily affected?  
• Description of cow management/environment 
• Include pictures if possible to fully describe the environment or findings 

 
2. Summarize hypotheses and evidence into a few key points as you would present them to the producer 

3. Conclude with three recommended actions that the producer can implement to reduce the prevalence of 
lameness.  These should be specific, concise, and concrete, and include both immediate and longer-term 
recommendations.  Be sure to include how you will monitor the success of your suggestions. 

 

The deadline for submission is November 27, 2018.  At the November module, you will present the investigation to a 
group of your colleagues and discuss your findings. 

 

 

You are encouraged to discuss the assignment with your program or practice colleagues.  If you have questions or 
difficulties, please contact Cynthia Miltenburg. 
 
 


