Bedded Pack Housing

« 120 ft? of bedded
pack per cow

« 20 to 30 Ibs. of straw
per cow per day

*Good for close ups,
and fresh and lame
COWS



A self cleaning pack ??7?
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Compost packs



W weic ] /5 Compost Bedding
Pack Barn

- 120 ft? of bedded
pack per cow

 Cultivate twice per day
— 10" to 12" deep

* Dry sawdust

* New bedding every 3
to 5 weeks or as
needed
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Layout

Advantages

Disadvantages

Compost Bedding
Pack

Cow has freedom to choose
lying position
Very comfortable pack

Design to convert to 3 row free
stall barn

150 ft2/cow

Works with animals of different
sizes

Need at least 120 ft? of bedding space per cow
Requires sawdust bedding to work best
Potential for udder health problems

Two forms of manure: solid and liquid

Difficult to till square

Not really cheaper to build

Bedding costs are $0.80 to $1.20 /cow/day




Freedom of movement is much
better than in freestalls
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Cows in heat have good footing and express
heat signs better with les risk of injury



If you are going to have Holsteins and Jerseys in
the same group, this is one way to keep them
clean
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With good management keeping cell counts
low is a challenge and if you can’t get it
heating and drying it can be disastrous.



Start with minimum 12 inches of sawdust or fine
shavings

When cleaning out, save the top layer and higher
shavings content material from along the wall and
make that the new 12 inch layer

Don’t start in the winter . . . Hard to get good heating
started when air temperature is below 10 degrees.
Till 2x per day to a depth of 12 inches

Bedding costs are very high (50.50 to $1.00/cow/day)



- Rototillers work much better than cultivators



Monitor temperature . .. Should be 45 — 60 degrees C
Monitor moisture . ... Should be 45 -55 %

Cold and wet .. Add bedding

Cold and dry ... Till deeper and more thoroughly



compost nack resting area
200’ x 50’ = 10,000 ft2
100 ft2 per cow = 100 cows

feed alley AR

If ProAction includes the scrape alley then 100 sq ft per cow is still
a good target, but then for 27 inches of manger space maximum

depth is 44 ft.
10 plus 10 plus 18 .. or 38 ft converts to a three row freestall barn



compost nack resting area
200’ x 50"= 10,000 ft2
100 ft2 per cow = 100 cows

68’

- pack exits are the hardest spots to keep dry and clean
- corners are the hardest spots to till
- Don’t put pack exits in the corners
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12 ft wide exits every 40 to 50 feet
In a robot barn, add roll over gates so you can manage fetch cows.



38 ft

168 ft

A 1 robot compost pack barn layout
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Compost packs are hot in summer and require fans and sprinklers




